KASA Knowledge-Based Assessment:  Modalities of Communication

1. Discuss in a total of one page the following AAC symbols and symbol sets for representing vocabulary:

o
Object-based symbols

o
Picture-based symbols with linguistic versus without linguistic characteristics

o
Picture-based symbols of dedicated VOCAs

o
Alphabet-based symbols, phonemic or phonic-based symbols

o
Electronically produced vibratory/acoustic symbols

· Sign languages (III.C.3)

2 .Write an essay (3 pages) on assessment and evaluation in AAC.  Be complete in your answer.  In addition to Huer’s strategies for evaluation, be sure to include Lloyd’s, Beukelman’s and other strategies, e.g., the Participation Model.  Describe the 15 areas for assessment (Huer) of the AAC  client.  In addition, describe and list those commercial tests, tools, and protocols available for evaluation of capabilities.  Think about formal and informal procedures, methods, and tests you might utilize during a typical assessment for AAC. Name all of the members of the team who should be consulted during an assessment for AAC.  Finally, outline positioning/seating guidelines.  (III.D.1, 2)

3. List two or more specific AAC intervention strategies, including goals,  appropriate for consumers as described below:

a. Young, nonsymbolic language learners

b. Children of school age who are symbolic language learners

c. Adults with severe aphasia 

d. Adults with traumatic brain injury

e. Persons in intensive and acute care settings

(III.D. 3, III.D.4., III.D. 5, III.D.6.)

4.  Briefly discuss (1-2 paragraphs) how the field of AAC began.  (III.C.1)

5.  List several selection options for aided as well as unaided communication strategies and list several examples of high tech and several of light tech AAC devices.  (III.C.2, 4)

6.  In a paragraph or two, discuss options for funding AAC devices (III.C.5)
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